North Yorkshire SACRE: Visits to places of worship: School case studies


Visits to places of worship
Recommendations from and experiences of North Yorkshire Schools

	Place visited
	School and contact details
	Summary of visit

	Waterloo Road Mosque in Middlesbrough

Jamia Mosque

133a Waterloo Road

Middlesbrough

TS1 3JB

Telephone: 01642 245855
	Sherburn Primary School

Contact: Alison Stephenson

Headteacher

headteacher@sherburn-pri.n-yorks.sch.uk
01944 710282
	The pupils had a fantastic experience, they were shown around the mosque, they were given opportunities to ask questions, they did an early call to prayer so we could hear it live in the mosque. They provided the children with a drink and packet of crisps with their lunch. They didn't make any staff cover their heads.



	Bradford

temple, gurdwara, mosque, synagogue, cathedral etc. We have always used the Bradford Interfaith centre - https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/CMSPage.aspx?mid=443​ to organise the visit to places of worship.
	Markington CE Primary School 

Contact: Michelle Dawson 
headteacher@markington.n-yorks.sch.uk
01765 677442
	We have established annual visits to Bradford over the past 5 years (temple, gurdwara, mosque, synagogue, cathedral etc). We have always used the Bradford Interfaith centre - https://bso.bradford.gov.uk/Schools/CMSPage.aspx?mid=443​ to organise the visit to places of worship. So as not focus on the religious content we always pair the visit with a 1/2 day at a gallery, dance workshop etc 

Parents were cautious at first but now accept it. We did have anxiety from three families for the mosque trip - approached all the same - they could withdraw for religious part of day but the other half would be unauthorised absence as it was linked to other curricular subjects. Also directed them to the diocese who communicated on our behalf.

	York mosque
York Mosque & Islamic Centre

www.yorkmosque.com

 York Mosque & Islamic Centre. Bull Lane York YO10 3EN. Email: contact@yorkmosque.com. Tel: +44 (0) 1904 413123.
	Huby Primary School
Contact: Katy Booth, Headteacher

admin@huby.n-yorks.sch.uk
01347 810432
	We went to York mosque this term as it is our local mosque and we found the Iman extremely helpful. We did have some parents withdraw their children, 7% , but the majority of parents were in support and felt it was a good thing to be promoting within school. Those parents who withdrew their children were asked for their reasons both by class teachers and myself but all gave the answer of 'personal reasons' and would not elucidate further. The trip was very good and all the children who went on the trip did enjoy it and learnt from it. My Chair of Governors went on the trip to show support  and she commented on how good the Iman was with the children.

We did not 'sell' the trip as such, we just sent out our normal letter and we tried to keep everything low key. I would visit York Mosque again and I feel that if we were to run the trip on a more regular basis it would help and more pupils would go


BD7 1ND

	Bombay Stores

Bombay Buildings,

Shearbridge Rd, Bradford,

BD7 1NX


	Baldersby-St-James Primary School

Contact: Lorna Mallett

lmallett@baldersby-st-james.n-yorks.sch.uk
	We have used the Bradford Interfaith Centre on two occasions.  First we visited a Hindu Temple and last year we went to a mosque.   I would definitely recommend the Interfaith Centre to other schools.

The centre co-ordinates the visit and makes the arrangements with the places of worship.  I think if a school wanted to visit two or three different places of worship on the same day, that could be arranged but it is not something we have done.

On both trips we visited the temple or mosque in the morning.  We were given a tour and a talk from a representative of the community, followed by short hands on activities.  At the mosque we were able to handle prayer beads, look at the qu'ran and hear it being sung.  We saw a demonstration of a prayer ritual and visited the wash rooms.  

For lunch we were allocated a room in the interfaith centre which is just round the corner from the Bombay Stores and a short walk from Haqs supermarket.  We spent the afternoon shopping.  At the Bombay Stores all the children chose and bought either a hijab or a prayer hat for dressing up back at school.  At the supermarket we bought ingredients for a middle-eastern feast. (Lots of chick-peas!)

Back at school we practised wearing our hijabs (see our school website) and prepared food for our feast. 

We did not have any objections from parents and had lots of volunteers to join as helpers.

Further details, including code of practice document on Fronter


